
WHO WE ARE: WRC was founded in1993 as Wilmington 2000, 
a public-private partnership between �e O�ce of the Mayor and the 
corporate community.

WRC has been a driver of the city’s evolution. From the development 
of LOMA, to the founding of the Delaware College of Art and Design, 
to the establishment of the Creative District, WRC has served as 
the city’s economic development partner. We have been a conduit, 
linking state and regional governments, city corporations, businesses 
and neighborhoods. �ese partnerships remain vital to continue the 
successes that we have achieved in Wilmington. 

Visit online to learn more:

www.CreativeDistrictWilm.com
www.NewMarketWilm.com

Please visit our website for a complete list of our valued partners and supporters: www.BigIdeasWilmington.com
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Located at 8th and Tatnall Streets, 
�e Rock Lot opened on August 30th 2017, a�er 
months of community engagement. �e space 
was the �rst implementation of WRC’s Vacant 
to Vibrant plan, which consists of reimagining 
and remaking vacant spaces in the Creative 
District. �e Rock Lot and 7th & West Streets 
Park, which are connected to one another by 
Catawba Street Alleyway, are currently in various 
stages of repurposing. For this West Center City 
neighborhood, the Rock Lot was the �rst creative, 
active outdoor gathering space with programs for 
residents. �is placemaking project has set the 
bar for leveraging the power of arts, culture and 
creativity. 

Now in its third season of successful 
programming, the Rock Lot makes it clear that the 
community welcomes this kind of opportunity for 
green space and community gatherings. �e Rock 
Lot’s summer programming is now an anticipated 
part of community life. 

�e space features an open lawn area, trees and 
outdoor seating. �e onsite shed that houses the 
open lending library and community bulletin 
board also allows for onsite storage that can 
accommodate pop-up events all season long, and 

THE ROCK LOT

continued...

Powered by WRC.



Visit us online at: www.CreativeDistrictWilm.com  | Powered by WRC. Learn more at: www.BigIdeasWilmington.com

with a variety of partners. �is �exible green space 
accommodates events such as a weekly Drumming 
Circle, Capoeira instruction and Jazz Nights. �is 
season, residents will be able to join a farm share 
program, with pick up at the Rock Lot. We hope to 
grow this program into a farmers’ market in the future. 
�e Rock Lot is also appreciated by residents for being 
a green oasis in an urban setting. 

Development and construction of the Rock Lot was 
possible thanks to the National Endowment for the 
Arts, the Delaware State Legislature, the Delaware 
Department of Justice, the Delaware Economic 
Development O�ce and Nemours. Our programs are 
supported by the Delaware Division of the Arts.



Beginning in September 2017, 
Wilmington Renaissance Corporation (WRC)
partnered with 4Youth Productions to create 
West Center City: A Family Portrait. �e project 
involved 12-15 middle school photography 
students and participants in 4Youth’s a�erschool 
programs. 4Youth Productions’ student 
photographers captured images of various families, 
and through a series of conversations, learned 
about their stories and community. �rough 
multiple workshops, including photography and 
interview skills building, the students created 
public art by turning the photographs into murals.

�ese dynamic images were installed on exterior 
walls on 8th Street and along Catawba Street Alley, 
located directly across from �e Rock Lot, as part 
of the implementation of the Vacant to Vibrant 
plan. �e murals are all illuminated at night as art 
works, in an e�ort to increase their impact.
�ese portraits/murals were unveiled in June 2018 
at the Rock Lot’s season kick-o� event, which 
included a neighborhood block party.

�e engagement of youth to interview, photograph 
and ultimately create public art that highlights the 
community in a positive way is another example of 
how WRC uses creative placemaking.  

West Center City: A Family Portrait

Powered by WRC.

�is project gave WRC the ability to engage young students and 
community members, in their homes, through the medium of 
photography. It has been especially impactful in continuing to 
allow us to build bridges with the West Center City community.

�is project generated substantial community impact on both 
personal and public levels. �e interaction between these youth 
artists and the West Center City community members created 
connections that blossomed into the product of powerful works 
of public art. 

�is project was supported by the Delaware Division of the Arts 
and the Delaware Department of Justice.
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Wilmington Renaissance Corporation 
purchased nine parcels of  land in 
the West Center City neighborhood, 
on which the public space will be 
constructed.
Wilmington Renaissance Corporation (WRC) and 
Creative District Wilmington are proud to announce 
the 7th & West community greenspace project, a new 
greening and revitalization e�ort in the Creative District.

�e latest component of WRC’s Vacant to Vibrant 
initiative, the 7th & West project will reclaim and clean 
an empty and blighted space in the West Center City 
neighborhood. �rough the process of remediation, 
construction and landscaping, the chosen lot will become 
a vibrant public greenspace.

With a projected completion date of late 2019, the 
approximately 17,000-square-foot space, located at the 
corner of 7th and West Streets, will become a green oasis 
for the neighborhood. It will become the only considerable 
greenspace between Rodney Square and Helen Chambers 
Park.

7th & WEST

continued...
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WRC and the Delaware Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control (DNREC) have jointly 
invested in the neighborhood. WRC has purchased the 
nine parcels upon which the new greenspace will be 
built, and DNREC is helping to fund the project site’s 
remediation.

 “�e project at 7th & West represents a commitment 
WRC has to continuing our mission in the neighborhood,” 
said Glenn Moore, WRC Board Chair. “�e Creative 
District has already proved a successful project and 
with this new space, we are continuing our work and 
supporting Mayor Michael Purzycki’s West Center City 
initiative which seeks to stabilize and improve this long-
neglected neighborhood.”
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Once complete, the space will have at the center a 
multipurpose lawn area that will accommodate a variety 
of programming. �e greenspace will also feature a 
raised bed community vegetable garden. Access to the 
plots will be membership-based and allow families 
to grow their own produce. Finally, the 7th & West 
space also have an activity area for more low-intensity 
activities and 
programming.

“I am certainly 
looking forward 
to what this 
new space will 
bring to the 
West Center City 
neighborhood,” 
said Wilmington 
Mayor Michael 
Purzycki. “Projects 
like these not only 
help beautify our 
city, but are important for the revitalization of our great 
neighborhoods.”

In order to insure a safe and healthy experience for 
residents, the lot will go through a rigorous remediation 

process.
WRC has engaged Du�eld Associates to test and evaluate the 
soil and other environmental conditions of the lot. DNREC 
will monitor this process. A�er the evaluation, BrightFields, 
Inc. will manage the actual remediation process.

Two local �rms have been contracted to design and build 
the new greenspace. 
Robinson Anderson 
Summers, of 
Wilmington, will 
be the landscape 
architects for the 
project, and Foresite 
Associates, of New 
Castle, will serve as 
the civil engineering 
�rm.

“Community 
greenspaces provide 
much more than just 

neighborhood beauti�cation – they are an opportunity for 
the community to gather and grow,” said Laura Semmelroth, 
Creative District Strategist. “We are proud to have been able to 
work very closely with community leaders and neighborhood 
residents on the development of this space.”

 7th & West’s COMMUNITY GREEN SPACE
Inspirational Rendering and Conceptual Drawing of 



Since opening in 2017, NextFab has been hard at work 
establishing itself as a community hub for makers 
in Wilmington. �at year, Wilmington Renaissance 
Corporation (WRC) worked with NextFab to create two 
tuition-free, merit-based programs for local artists and 
young adults. Since then, NextFab has established a strong 
new alliance with the Delaware College of Art and Design 
(DCAD) and fostered a new manufacturing entrepreneur.

What is NextFab?
�ink of it as a gym for makers, creators, and innovators. 
By purchasing a membership to NextFab, you gain access 
to a wealth of tools, equipment, and business resources 
that are well suited for the manufacturing entrepreneur 
and artists. 

“We connect makers, artists, creators, entrepreneurs and 
tinkerers with the world of large-scale manufacturing,” 
said Eric Kaplan, business development manager at 
NextFab. “We are able to teach, train, and provide access 
to equipment and tools that they would see in bigger 
facilities.”

WRC facilitated the opening of NextFab’s Wilmington 
location as a part of its vision for the Creative District. 

Makerspace + Innovation

continued...
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DCAD+NEXFAB
In early 2018, DCAD saw access to NextFab as a bene�t 
to their students and launched a partnership with the 
makerspace. �e aim being to enhance DCAD’s programs 
of study and development as artists.
Many DCAD students agreed that NextFab has open 
doors for their educational and artistic journeys. 

“I mean, being a photography major, I never thought that 
I would be into 3D or that I would be very good at it,” said 
Sarah Gra�, another DCAD student. “But it has de�nitely 
opened up my eyes to incorporating more 3D elements 
with my photographs and adding to my art and so I’m 
pretty thankful for that.”

DCAD President Jean 
Dahlgren sees the 
partnership as a huge 
bene�t for her students. 
By having NextFab as a 
partner, DCAD can give 
their students access to 
a makerspace that they 
wouldn’t be able to build 
and maintain on their own.
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“And I just can’t say enough 
about the sta� over at 
NextFab,” said Jean. “�ey 
have helped us every step of 
the way. If something doesn’t 
work, we talk it out, we work 
it out, we �gure out what’s 
needed to tweak. It’s been a 
match made in heaven.”

Jean said she appreciated 
WRC’s role both in bringing 

NextFab to Wilmington, but also in helping to establish 
DCAD more than 20 years ago. WRC’s connection to 
this partnership, she said, is very strong. 

“I like to say that WRC is like the surrogate mother,” 
said Jean. “Pratt [Institute] and Corcoran [College of 
Art and Design] had a baby and that was DCAD. �en 
WRC became its surrogate mother. Because without 
them, we wouldn’t exist. �ey really were the movers and 
shakers that created DCAD in downtown Wilmington.

PRESSION
NextFab is Adam Salamon’s 
“base of operations.” Adam 
is the CEO of Pression LLC. 
a local company developing 
a physical therapy tool that 
uses pneumatic pressure to 
oxygenate exhausted muscles. 

“As our product became more 
and more developed, we 

discovered we needed to move to a place that was better 
suited to the kind of work we needed to do,” he said. “I 
wanted to move into the coworking spaces in Downtown 

Wilmington, but 
they’re really not 
build for hardware 
[development]. �ey 
are more for business 
incubation and 
so�ware.”

So needless to say, 
Adam needed a space 
well suited to the kind 
of equipment that he 
uses to develop his 
sophisticated product. 
He said, someone at 
1313 Innovation told him about NextFab. A space he hadn’t 
heard of before. But as soon as he took a tour, he realized that 
is where he needed to be. 

“NextFab is certainly unique 
among coworking spaces, and it is 
also pretty unique when it comes 
to other makerspaces,” said Adam. 
“Not only do you have access to the 
equipment but you also have access 
to the sta�. �ey are experts at 
their �eld within the makerspace. 
And you also have the community 
members too. �ey’re all extremely 

supported of each other and want to help each other succeed.” 

Jump ahead and now Pression is the �rst Wilmington-based 
manufacturing startup to be accepted into NextFab’s RAPID 
Hardware Accelerator program. �is twelve-week program is 
focused on jumpstarting businesses by giving them access to 
technical and business consulting. NextFab also invests up to 
$25,000 in the selected teams. 

“�is will really help us get 
our feet on the ground and 
make this product a reality,” 
said Adam. “We have a pilot 
program coming up and 
we’re hoping that it will give 
us what we need to talk to 
some investors who have 
mentioned their interest in 
our company.”

You can learn more about Pression at www.pressionllc.com
You can learn more about NextFab’s RAPID Accelerator 
Program at www.nextfab.com/grow/accelerator



WHY DO PEOPLE COME TO MARKET?
They come to share ideas and learn 
new things. They come to buy and sell 
- and practice their trades.They come 
to live here and walk everywhere. 
Markets are where people meet and 
come together on common ground.
Almost three years ago, we started a project to tell the 
stories of Market … the stories that weren’t making 
headlines. We met with residents and restaurateurs, 
shop owners and artists, familiar faces and old friends, 
and listened as they told us about what brought them to 
Market, and about the new Market they wanted to help 
create.

We thought we were telling their individual stories. 
What we didn’t expect was something that the people of 
Market already knew – that everything on Market was 
interconnected, and that each individual story added a 
chapter to a single, cohesive narrative about a community 
starting to rediscover itself.

continued...
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�ree years later, NewMarketWilm continues to chronicle 
the rapid redevelopment of Market (and the surrounding 
Market Street corridor) with a renewed focus on business 
and retail growth. �is is a community where people want 
to live, want to work, want to play, and want to see grow. 
�is is the community where business is ready to thrive, 
and NewMarketWilm is there to continue telling that story.
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Creating A Vibrant Retail Market
W I L M I N G T O N  D E L A W A R E

The Market

Nearly $400 
Million of 

Investment in
The Pipeline

Traditional 
Retail Businesses

Growing 
Cluster of Innovation 

& Technology 
& Businesses

8% population growth projected by 2030
30K workforce within a minute of Market St.
2,000 new units of luxury housing by 2020
25+% of households have incomes over $100K
1.8M SF inventory of commercial office space

Hotel DuPont - Open
Residences at Mid-Town Park - Open
Residence Inn - Open
76ers Field House - Open
DE.CO Food Hall - Opening Day, April 18
Homewood Suites
Onix Hotel Site
Rodney Square Renovation
The Pine Box

Strong Pedestrian
& Vehicular Traffic

Opportunity
Zones Offer
Incentives

CONTACT US:
Renata B. Kowalczyk
Managing Director
Renata@bigideaswilmington.com
p: 302.425.5500 x101 
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Emerging 
Food Cluster & 

Dining
Destination
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Downtown Wilmington Retail Market Profile, November 2018




